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of Boers he pushed on quickly to De Kiel's
Drift and, after securing a crossing, halted.
Kitchener came up during the night with the
leading infantry who had marched from
Graspan station.
On the I3th the Cavalry had to do 25 miles
to reach the Modder at Klip Drift. The heat
was terrific and many horses broke down.
There were signs of the enemy near the river,
but French, despite the general exhaustion,
pressed on and occupied some high ground on
the far bank. Next day a halt was made to
allow the infantry to close up. Kitchener
arrived during the night and at dawn on the
I5th the VI Division staggered in. This made
the crossing of the river secure and French was
at liberty to move on.
The Cavalry, spread out in wide formation,
started northwards. Some scattered detach-
ments of the enemy held various kopjes on the
road, hoping to delay the advance. French
refused to be deterred j he had no idea what
strength lay in front of him, but without wait-
ing to ask questions about this, and without
dismounting to open fire, he spurred his weary
animals into something like a gallop, and the
sheer weight of those 6,000 horsemen brushed
aside the opposition, whicK was really very
thin. By sunset Kimberley was relieved.
Cronje, who commanded the Boers at
Magersfontein, had been thoroughly deceived*
It was late on the nth before he found out
that the Cavalry had left the camp facing him;
their direction, due south, was puzzling, but
he sent a commando of about 1,000 strong